
PROEFNOTITIES WILLIAM FÈVRE CHABLIS 2018 & BEOORDELINGEN ROBERT PARKER

William Fèvre’s wijnmaker Didier Séguier over zijn vintage 2018:

“2018 vintage is a wonderfully mature vintage blending richness and fruitiness - 

which is sure to be a crowd-pleaser. A season free from frost and hail together with 

a hot, dry summer meant that our grapes had already ripened beautifully by early 

September […] Yields were excellent, with high levels of ripeness and outstanding 

grape quality. ”

Robert Parker proefde de wijnen van William Fèvre al in augustus 2019.

Zijn algemene oordeel over William Fèvre Chablis vintage 2018:

“Even at this early stage, the 2018’s look like a success, and director Didier Séguier 

and his team richly deserve all the accolades they’ve received for achieving such 

consistent quality on such an important scale.”
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THE 2018 VINTAGE IN CHABLIS 
A perfect vintage 

1 - Weather data  
Temperatures  
 

 Winter: full of contrast 
January: hot, with the highest temperatures since 1945 
February: more in keeping, with temperatures dropping to 2.6 °C below normal 
March: seasonal values 
 Spring: rather summery 
Mid-April: in the same week, cool temperatures swung to very hot climatic conditions (up to 
30 °C) 
End of April to the beginning of May: a few frosts with no consequences 
 Summer: very hot 
June, July, and August: hot then scorching, with average temperatures at least 1.5 °C higher 
than seasonal averages 
September: cooler night-time temperatures 
 
Recorded rainfall  
 

 Winter: very wet, January particularly rainy with an excess of over 120% 
 Spring: dry, values down by over 30% for April and May 
 Summer: worsened drought 
June: a stormy first fortnight with no heavy rainfall, then dry weather in the second fortnight 
July: worsened rain shortage (70% below normal) 
August: just a few small storms 
September: drought even more marked than in July 
 

  

Insolation  
 

 Winter: very variable 
February: sunshine 25% above seasonal values 
 Spring summer: long-lasting sunshine 
May to September: sunshine 15 to 20% above normal 
 

A vintage that is sunnier overall, being drier and hotter than seasonal norms. 

2 - The growing season on our Domaine 
 

Winter brought particularly contrasting weather: in January, high temperatures were accompanied by incessant rain. They allowed water reserves 
to be replenished, but they delayed the vegetative cycle. Sunny cold weather dominated in February, with March being more in keeping with the 
norm but cloudier. 

 
Budburst occurred in mid-April, followed by very swift vegetative development, with the 6-to-7-leaf stage being reached in two weeks, encouraged 
by warm, dry, good weather. The end of April was colder, and we experienced a few frosts of down to -1.5 °C at the beginning of May, but with no 
damage.Following heavy rainfall in mid-May, flowering occurred at the end of May, being swift and even. It was followed by a threatening stormy 
period that was happily less rainy. 
 

From the beginning of summer, the weather became dry, sunny, and hot, and even scorching in August. The rare, brief rain showers of August al-
lowed the berries to continue to grow and to improve their maturity. 

3 - Harvests, vinification and ageing  
 

We started the harvest on 3 September, with an exceptional state of health. 2018 gave us beautiful golden grapes, excellent maturity, with gener-
ous yields and alcohol content lying between 12 and 13.5°. 
 
Alcohol fermentation occurred swiftly, within a maximum of 15 days, and malolactic fermentation is currently well advanced. 

Source Météo France / BIVB 

4 - Our wines right now  
2018 is a vintage of great maturity. The wines are constant, ample, pure, upright, and very rich, held together by an attractive minerality. 

Updated on 23 January 2019 
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THE 2018 VINTAGE IN CHABLIS - A perfect Vintage


